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(Cont/d from Page Fifteen) connections 
promote positive mental health, a sense of 
belonging, self-respect and strengthening of 
purpose.  This can occur at any age.  It is 
vital to foster resilience in our youth; 
investment in our friendships can improve 
health and brighten disposition for the long 
haul. 

Mike was at a concert for a world famous 
blind pianist. “It wouldn’t matter if he wasn’t 
blind,” said Mike. “I watched him all the time 
and he never looked at the piano once.” 

Bridget was consoling a neighbour whose 
husband had died. “I’m sorry to hear your 
husband has died and gone to heaven, and that 
his friends and relatives will never see him 
again.” 

Above left. L to R.  Dawn Pitts and Val Fortune.  Both unflagging volunteers for the Yarloop 
Workshops 7 days a week, and more than capably operate the Workshops gift shop.   Above Right. L 
to R. Ellen Cox Yarloop Workshops Treasurer and Carmel Hill more than capably operates the 
Workshops Cabin Restaurant, receiving a bouquet of flowers for her effort 

Above Left. ‘The men of Song’ who entertained the crowd at the recent ‘Carols in the Steam House’ 
and on the left part of the crowd at the Carols night.  It was a cautious approach to ‘Carols in the 
Steamhouse’, this year and as it was a great success, a bigger and brighter Carols is already planned for 
2009. 

We ran these in last 
month’s Journal 
and asked if you 
could identify.  On 
the far left are mal-
formed potatoes 
and on the right is a 
mal-formed lemon 
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I S S U E S  A R O U N D  T O W N .  
TRAFFIC.  Given it is that time of the year 
where traffic starts to increase throughout 
the State, it is probably appropriate to 
comment on a few things that we will need 
to be mindful of regarding our vehicles 
across the festive season and after. 

Vehicle safety is of prime concern and to 
that end we recommend that you have a look 
at the following parts of your vehicle to 
ensure that “You, your family, and others” 
are not unsafe when driving. TYRES.  Must 
have 1.5mm of tread on all parts of the tyre 
that come into contact with the road surface.  
They should be inflated correctly to ensure 
proper grip and travel, this is particularly 
important over long distances or travelling at 
high speed (110). BRAKES.  Have your 
brakes checked by a qualified person.  Faulty 
brakes increase your stopping distance 
significantly.  It might be the difference 
between no crash, and a serious crash.  
LIGHTS. Make sure all the lights on your 
vehicle are operating correctly, including the 
headlights, brake lights, indicators and park 
lights.  It sounds a bit simple but other 
drivers  can misunderstand your intentions if 
they are reliant on your lights to assist them. 
WINDSCREEN AND WINDSCREEN 
WIPERS.  A dirty windscreen is dangerous.  
It is so much easier to see through a clean 
windscreen, especially when driving into the 
sun; at night, or in the rain.  Take a few 
minutes to ensure that yours is clean. 

HINTS.  When driving in fine weather 

try and maintain a 2 second gap behind the 
vehicle in front over all speeds that you travel 
at.  This distance is relevant; and the faster you 
go the further back you get.  In wet weather a 
distance of 4 to 5 seconds is more appropriate.  
Both these recommendations should give you 
sufficient time to react and brake in any 
emergency. 

CRIME.  Richard and I were disappointed 
that there were some 3 Assaults and 5 
Burglaries committed within the township of 
Yarloop through October.  I am pleased to say, 
however, that good investigations carried out 
and some assistance provided by members of 
the public, enabled us to arrest and charge the 
offenders with these offences.  Yarloop Police 
attended some 37 incidents throughout 
October. 

GENERAL.   With the onset of summer 
and the late balmy evenings, we can expect 
there is a likelihood that some of our kids will 
be wanting to play late.  Whilst understood, 
we, that is parents and other responsible 
members of the community, have to be 
mindful that there are those about that may 
take advantage of the innocence of youth.   I 
would encourage you all to be vigilant, and a 
good neighbour by reporting any strange 
persons or vehicles you see lurking around 
your street.  Always check the identification of 
callers at your door.  Do not discuss yours or 
your family movements with strangers.  
Encourage your children to be aware of their 
surroundings, travel in a group, never take 
shortcuts through the (Cont/d on Page three)

YARLOOP POLICE NEWS 
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EDITORIAL 
So another Christmas period has ‘bit the dust’ 

even though the festive season still has a time to 
go. Up till the time this editorial was written, 9 
West Australians and 39 from all Australian states 
have been killed on our roads.  By the time this is 
printed, there is no doubt the ‘score’ will be even 
higher.  

It is 39 Australians, who, had they been told 
they would be dead from a traffic accident before 
the day was out, would have scoffed at such an 
outlandish statement.  However, it has happened 
again and continues to happen, and as travellers of 
the road between Mandurah and Yarloop twice a 
day, seven days a week, 52 weeks of the year, it is 
no wonder from what drivers do that our 
nationwide road toll reaches the number it does 
when the density of traffic increases around Easter 
and Christmas time, for it seems that these two 
factors contribute to the idiocy of drivers and the 
carnage that continues to occur at this time. Excess 
speed, passing in danger, passing on bends, 
driving on off-side passing lanes, weaving in and 
out of traffic, lack of indication, cutting in on other 
drivers, failing to dip headlights, or tailgating the 
car in front.  If you don’t notice these things, then 
you too must drive while you are asleep! 

*          *          * 
So there is now one more insidious gimmick 

that the public have recently been informed about 
in relation to the downfall of our youth, and it is 
unbelievable in the extreme that it can be allowed 
to occur in the first place.  On a recent television 
news service, it displayed a special pack of a 
Vodka-like drink in tubes produced exclusively 
for young women to carry in their handbags, 
alcohol content, 8% plus.  The obscene thing 
about this was that a number of young females 
interviewed seemed to revel in the idea that there 
was one more element that could contribute to 
their social, physical, and moral downfall, not to 
mention the harm to their mind and health.  There 
is no doubt that the misuse of alcohol contributes 
more to the downfall of our society than any other 
factor; how can these things be allowed to happen 
in such a well-informed society?  
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PROBLEMS OF SOCIETY 
(Editor’s Note: The following article is 

written by two Seventh Day Adventist doctors, 
Dr Alan R. Handysides and Dr Peter N 
Landless, and we print it for benefit to families 
and individuals that it might be applicable to, 
and the article follows a leading questions 
asked by an interested reader, and which is as 
follows, ‘Addictions and at-risk behaviours 
obviously impact our health very negatively.  
What is the best way to educate our youth in 
order to prevent these behaviours?) 

  You ask a vitally important question.  We 
often think that education and information are 
the main pillars of prevention.  Information 
and facts are important, but they are not 
enough.  If education or the understanding of 
the dangers of tobacco use was enough of a 
deterrent, warning signs and notices on 
cigarette packets would be sufficient to stop 
people from smoking.  Unfortunately this is 
not the case. 

Warning labels are very necessary and 
some countries are placing warnings of the 
dangers of drinking alcohol during pregnancy 
on bottles of alcoholic beverages.  There 
should be more of this.  Sociologists and 
psychologists, however, have found that even 
life-threatening events such as heart attacks or 
the diagnosis of cancer are not sufficient to 
produce changes in health behaviours in a 
large percentage of individuals.  This is 
frightening!  Should we be reading the labels 
on the foods we eat and what we drink?  
Absolutely!  It is essential to know the sodium 
content, fat content, transfat content, number 
of calories, etc of the products we consume.  If 
we paid more attention to labels, we would 
have fewer cases of high blood pressure and 
diabetes. 

In the area of behaviours – specifically 
addiction – if education alone is not enough, 
what else should we be doing?  There are 
many well-conducted and analised studies that 
show there is power in connection, or 

connectedness.  But to what or whom 
should we be connected?  In order to help 
people resist at-risk behaviour  (alcohol, 
drugs, premarital sexual experimentation, 
etc,) they need to have a meaningful 
relationship with a person of significance in 
their life.  This would be a parent, 
grandparent, teacher, pastor, or other 
trusted friend.  There is also a second and 
equally important component, and that is a 
connection to a set of values….  What is 
the result of this kind of connectedness?  
The development of resilience.  Resilience 
is the ability to cope under difficult 
circumstances and in stressful situations.  
Resilience is something that develops over 
time and is nurtured by a support system 
such as that found in families, churches and 
communities.  Youth who are connected to 
those of significance in their lives have 
more confidence and self-respect.  This is 
fostered further by love, respect, and 
acceptance from the significant individuals 
in their lives and environment.  Such 
relationships provide golden opportunities 
and methods of addressing the very serious 
problem the Adventist Church faces in 
trying to retain its youth.  Two other 
important factors strengthen the benefits of 
supportive relationships.  One is the active 
mentoring of our youth.  We need to 
become mentors and life coaches, sharing 
skills and knowledge that will help youth 
travel life’s road.  Mentoring needs to be 
combined with the other essential 
ingredient – service.  Our youth are tired of 
our attempts to entertain them; they need 
rather to be in service.  Service for others 
has been shown to strengthen resilience and 
the ability to cope despite the chaos that 
shows up in life from time to time. 

Meaningful relationships and good 
friends are beneficial to our health.  
Positive friendship(Cont/d of Page Sixteen)       
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WORKSHOPS HAPPENINGS FOR DECEMBER 

By DAWN PITTS. As you all know 
we do not hold Steam Days during the 
summer months of December, January 
and February because of the fire danger.  
The next Steam Day will be held on 
March 8th 2009. 

On the 5th December, our inaugural 
Carols in the Steam House was held and 
we were kept in tune by the Bunbury 
Men of Song who were under the control 
of conductor, Myra Easton.  About 60 
people attended the evening, and we 
were treated to solo performances by 
John Larner and Ron Sackville who both 
gave an organ recital on the pipe organ 
that was built by Mr Larner using pipes 

that were salvaged from the old St 
George’s Church in Perth dating from 
1895. After the Carols those who had 
booked in for tea at the Cabin 
Restaurant were well catered for and 
had further impromptu singing 
arrangements from the Men of Song.  
All in all it was an enjoyable evening 
that was instigated by John Larner 
with help from his team of helpers.   

The tentative date for the next 
Carols in the Steam House is 4th 
December 2009 and if the coming 
year rushes past as quickly as the year 
of 2008, it will be upon us in no time. 

 

WORKSHOPS CHRISTMAS BREAK UP  

This year’s Workshops Christmas break 
up was a luncheon, held on the 14th 
December at the Cabin Restaurant.  The 
formal part of the gathering was adhered to 
before we ate and our thanks and 
appreciation were given to Mr Charles Hull 
for his continued generous support, Mr Tom 
Butcher, for his assistance during the year as 
the year’s productivity achieved by the 

Steam Men, the Cabin Restaurant staff, 
Museum volunteers, Management and 
Committee was acknowledged by Ellen 
Cox our Treasurer.   

The major achievement for the year 
was the renovations done by the 
Fairbridge Men in firstly the Restaurant, 
and then the Gift Shop, which now 
incorporates the Yarloop Post Office.      

It is a risky business buying imported honey.  It could contain 
additives and toxins that are detrimental to your health. 

Purchase honey that is from the blossom of the Karri tree and which  
is accepted as one of the best flavoured honeys available. 

Karri honey is available from the Yarloop Workshops Giftshop along 
with a honey the bees produce from wildflowers. 

This is pure as only the bees can produce it. 
We also have top quality jams, chutneys and pickles from a local 

producer, in our gift shop. 
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(Cont/d from Page One) deserted areas.  
Always walk facing oncoming traffic.  If it is 
dark stay in well-lit areas and if a passing car 
stops do not get too close. 

Remember, always be aware of where your 
children are!  Young children have a tendency 
to wander even in the company of adults. 

If you need police we are generally only a 
phone call away!  However, we do ask that 
you consider the following points.  ONLY 
CALL 000 

In an emergency or life-threatening 
situation; when urgent police attention is 
needed for a serious crime in progress, being 
witnessed or just committed. 

Any situation where life or serious injury 
is threatened. 

A car accident where people are trapped 
or seriously injured. 

A serious rail, water or air accident. 
Any incident which poses an immediate 

threat or danger to people or property. 
An explosion or bomb-blast.  
 
Call 131444 for non-emergency 

matters such as:  
Reporting a disturbance or breach of 

peace. (Domestic violence or antisocial 
behaviour). 

Asking a police-related question or 
advice. 

Reporting something that happened in 
the past. 

Reporting an incident for insurance 
purposes. 

Making a general complaint. 
CALLS TO 131444 FROM 

C O U N T R Y  A R E A S  A R E 
AUTOMATICALLY DIRECTED TO 
THE NEAREST OPEN POLICE 
STATION.   

AVDACIBVS IMPONERE LEGES 

FESTIVAL OF WHEELS 
 (Editor’s Note: The following press release 

was received through the post for insertion in 
the Journal and this publication thanks Mr 
Smith’s Office.) The proposed Yarloop festival 
of wheels that was due to be held on the 22nd 
of March 2009, has been postponed to a date to 
be announced.  Outgoing festival chairperson, 
Mr Steve Smith, has said “That due to the lack 
of interest and the pressure of full-time 
employment, studies, the global situation and 
uncertainty with regard to minor sponsorships, 
it was better to postpone the event than to run 
it and see it fail. 

“I am very disappointed that it has come to 
this situation, especially as the committee had 
secured major funding through Alcoa Australia 
and the South West Development Commission 
but as there were only two full-time members 
of the organizing committee trying to do the 
work of many, it became increasingly obvious 
that we could not devote the required time and 
effort into the festival. 

“We are sad that this has come to pass as 
we really believed that we could get the 

festival up and running but the energy has 
just run out. 

Mr Smith also stated that if the festival is 
going to proceed, more people have to get 
involved at the ‘grassroots’ level.  “This 
festival is for Yarloop,” Mr Smith said.  “The 
festival is not cancelled entirely, only 
postponed.”  Mr Smith has stated, “The 
Yarloop Learning and Community Centre has 
ownership of the festival logo and is 
protected by Trade Mark until 2018.  “I 
sincerely hope that other members of the 
local communities would like to take on the 
planning of the festival and I would be only 
too happy to show anybody who is interested 
where we are at present with the organizing 
of the festival and what needs to be 
completed,” Mr Smith Stated. (Editor’s Note:  
I recall many, many years ago that the 
Yarloop Workshops organised and ran a 
festival-type celebration that took almost 14 
months to organise, but was a rip-roaring 
success!) 
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THE GIFT SHOP (By Dawn Pitts) 

After several months in limbo, so to 
speak, moving from the top of the Cabin 
Restaurant to the part renovated Gift Shop and 
then after the November Steam Day, we moved 
over to the Caretaker’s Cottage known as 
Caldwell’s Cottage, the Gift Shop and entrance 
to The Yarloop Historic Workshops has 
returned to the Replica Bakehouse that now 
incorporates the Post Office and isn’t it lovely 
to be able to purchase stamps and of course 
Lotto tickets, we only hope that the right 
numbers are drawn on January 3rd.  We thank 
you all for your patience and assistance during 
this time that has been challenging for 
everyone.  We look forward to seeing new 
faces in the renovated and air-conditioned 
building where once again we can display our 
artefacts and goods for sale to both the local 
and the hundreds of interstate and overseas 
visitors, who are amazed at the ‘Gem’ of a 
tourist attraction that is in our ‘backyard’, and 
is only so because of the hard working men and 

women of years past.  We have every 
reason to be proud of this historic 
monument that depicts the history of 
Yarloop and has one of the few, if not the 
only one that is complete, and of wooden 
structure, of its kind in the world. 

Dinny had been reading books on 
geography to impress his customers.  
“Say, Dinny, where did all those rocks 
come from?” a passenger asked him one 
day. 

“Those rocks,” said Dinny, proud of 
his knowledge, “were laid down by 
massive glaciers as they came down from 
the mountains.” 

“That’s pretty good said the tourist. 
Tell me, where are all the glaciers now?” 
asked the tourist.  

Dinny was perplexed but only for a 
moment. “Gone back for more rocks,” 
said Dinny. 

Pat went to the 
undertaker to enquire what 
the cost of a funeral was.   
When told the figure he 
said to the undertaker, 
‘That’s more than $500 
dollars up on last year. 

‘I know,’ said the 
undertaker, ‘but you must 
remember that the cost of 
living is going up all the 
time.’ 

Bridget was once 
feeling so ill she declared 
to Paddy.  ‘If only I could 
drop dead now, I’d be the 
happiest woman alive.’ 

Erected in memory of 
John Burkley, accidentally 
shot as a mark of affection 
by his brother. 
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MOTORBIKE CLUB CHRISTMAS TOY RUN 

By DAWN  PITTS.  The annual Toy 
Run was held on 13th December.  This 
event was coordinated by several groups 
that included the Freemason Lodges of 
the Peel District and the Ulysses 
Motorcycle Association, and was the 16th 
annual event to be  held.  This Toy Run is 
held on the second Sunday in December.  
The many motorbikes, scooters and 
motorbikes with side-cars congregated at 
the Ravenswood Hotel from about 8.30 
am in readiness for the commencement at 
10-30 am.  In the beginning the bikes 
were more or less organised in rows, but 
as the number grew it was ‘park were you 
can mate’.  The parking area near the 
hotel was a sea of motor bikes of varying 
sizes, colours, riders all with decorations 
galore and toys as well.  One of the Father 
Christmas’ helpers was seen to leave 
Riverglades Resort so that was 
encouraging for all the older children of 
the community.  As the Toy Run 
approached I was able to count 707 bikes 

and the ‘tail end Charlie’ was a ute 
into which dozens of toys had been 
placed in readiness for the ‘big night’.  
The ride collected about 270 toys that 
were given out to needy families.  
This year they raised $6000 and the 
Mandurah Murray emergency Relief 
Fund received $4000 and $500 was 
given to St Vincent De Paul to assist 
with the food hampers.   

The Freemasons hoped that they 
would be able to make up about 70 
hampers for those in need which was 
over double the number required for 
last year.  The money raised helped 
make up the shortfal l .  The 
Freemasons congratulated the general 
public and the riders, who donated 
money and gifts.   The Masonic 
Lodge in Furnissdale was the venue 
where all the toys and other donations 
were sorted before being handed over 
to the various groups for distribution.    

 

Dick and Pam 
Hendren and 
the i r  g rand-
daughter with the 
decorated bike 
they won a 
trophy for in the 
weekend rally, 
t h a t  D i c k ’ s 
motobike club 
co l lec ts  and 
distributes gifts 
f o r  u n d e r -
p r i v i l e g e d 
children.  
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Following the successful Tidy Towns-
Sustainable Communities Awards 
Presentation held at the Cabin Restaurant, I 
have received more recognition for my 
assistance from Maureen Maher (she had 
given me flowers and a card on the day…
what a surprise!)  and Sherilee Macready in 
Perth, plus a letter from Tracy Teede in 
Bunbury, prior to Christmas.  They are all 
looking forward to continuing our 
association during 2009.  This makes all 
previous efforts worthwhile and looking to 
the future more appealing. 

I recently spoke to Kathryn Shaw, 
Yarloop Primary School Principal, regarding 
some suggestions made by the judges for 
future projects.  She appears to be in favour 
of applying for a grant to install rainwater 
tanks at the school (as Waroona did) and 
also establishing a community garden for the 
children to maintain with assistance of 
interested adults.  The latter idea had already 
been mooted by one of our local residents, so 
I am hoping this plan will come to fruition. 

One project undertaken during 2008, 
which took my attention was a community 
effort taken to restore a local cemetery and 
provide suitable signage for visitors, done I 
believe, with assistance from their Shire.  
This is an idea that I have had floating 

around in my cyber space of ideas for 
several years!  I am now hoping that with 
the help of Ian Willis, we can gain the 
interest of enough local residents, 
especially those living in Cookernup 
where our historic cemetery is situated, to 
start some restoration work there. 

Fortunately I was once again able to 
attend the State Awards Presentation 
Lunch held at the Royal Perth Yacht 
Club, and as in 2007, the day was a great 
success.  It is always good to meet the 
people from other participating 
communities and share experiences and 
also see the variety of submissions 
provided by each town. 

The State Awards are: Community 
Action, Hedland; General Appearance, 
Hedland; Recycling and Waste 
Management, Kambalda; Natural 
Heritage Conservation, Greenbushes; 
Enhancing Cultural Identity, Cuballing; 
Water Conservation, Dampier, with 
Kambalda being named the 2008 State 
Winner!  We wish them well in the 
national Awards that will be held in May 
2009! 

Jan Delaney for Yarloop Tidy Towns 
2007/2008. 

YARLOOP TIDY TOWNS FOR 2008 

Above.  Part of the crowd at the Workshops 
Christmas Party where a great time was had by all. 
Right.  Is the Steam Tram built by Colin Puzey, a 
replica of a late 1800 NSW steam tram.  This Steam 
Season we hope against hope that we will have it 
running on our Workshops rail circuit. 
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REMEMBERING THE ‘SYDNEY’ 67 YEARS 
A moving memorial service was held at the 

Rockingham RSL on 19th November 2008 to 
remember the sailors who were lost when 
HMAS Sydney sank on the 19th November 1941. 

This fulfilled a wish for former Navy Petty 
Officer Margaret Dell, who had wanted a 
service in Rockingham for the five local sailors 
lost with the Sydney.  One of the sailors was 
her uncle PO Murdo MacKinnon and she had 
always placed flowers four times a year near 
the RSL Hall in his memory. 

Unfortunately Margaret did not live to see 
her wish come true, as she passed away several 
weeks beforehand, but her husband John 
attended and was pleased to see so many people 
who were also acknowledging Margaret’s work 
to plan this occasion. 

Margaret and John Dell became good 
friends of ours when we first came to live in 
Yarloop.  They owned property on Johnston 
road towards Old Coast Road and we spent 
many happy hours with them, enjoying their 
company and Margaret’s legendary culinary 
skills.  As Bevan and I were also ex-service 
people (albeit airforce and not navy) we 
‘clicked’ and kept in touch after Margaret and 

John sold their Yarloop block.  We 
missed our Sunday roasts and pleasant 
afternoons but until recently called in to 
Medina for a cuppa whenever we could 
and Margaret and John often popped in 
to say hello to us when passing by from 
Perth and places down south. 

I am grateful to John for posting us 
the Order of service and also newspaper 
cuttings reporting the success of the 
HMAS Sydney Memorial Service that 
came about mainly because Margaret 
was the driving force behind the 
planning.  Now that the Sydney has been 
found and public interest has been 
renewed, hopefully this service will 
become an annual event in Rockingham 
and in time may even attract more 
people than Geraldton. 

I thought this may be of interest to 
some ex-service personnel and other 
folk who knew Margaret Dell.   

Jan Delaney (Yarloop)  
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ANOTHER NAIL IN THE COFFIN 
For those old Yarloopians, for family, 

friends and relations of the thousands of old 
Yarloopians, who, over the years made up the 
town’s population, all would probably be sad to 
hear that one more ‘fatality’ has occurred in the 
future of Yarloop, with the end-of-year closure 
of the timber mill.  This will be the first time in 
115 years that the town will be without a timber 
mill.  It was timber, unlimited quantities of it 
that built the town, and lack of it that 
contributed to a decision by the operating 
company to close the mill.  On March 18th 
1896, the first piece of timber was cut in 
Yarloop at a small spot mill in the immediate 
vicinity of where today’s Old Mill Boarding 
House still stands.  It was a piece of jarrah three 
inches wide by two inches thick and ten foot 
long.   A ten of ‘three-be-two’ as the old mill 
men called that particular section.  That stick 
was cut from one of the smallest trees in the 
virgin forest that covered the entire area. 

That first ‘stick’ was cut to begin the 
building programme of the town of Yarloop, 
the town that around the year of 1927, became 
the largest timber centre in the world. A larger 
Yarloop mill soon followed, then a mill 14 
miles into the Darling Ranges, called Waterous, 
north-east of Yarloop; followed by Hoffman 

Number One, Hoffman Number Two (after 
Hoffman No 1 burnt down), and Nanga 
Brook.   

Today, it does not seem possible that 
something as large as the great Millars 
Timber and Trading Company could have 
faded into oblivion, firstly being 
downgraded by the Bunnings Timber 
Company and finally Gunns Timber of 
Tasmania.  Though it has been stated that a 
small veneer industry will continue for a 
while, soon the saws will be silent and 
Yarloop will never be known as a timber 
town ever again.  

It is one of the best seasons ever, for 
apricots, and research has shown that this 
velvety fruit contains compounds that can 
fight infections, blindness and heart 
disease.  Most of this fruit’s health benefit 
comes from the oodles of and exceptionally 
diverse carotenoid content.  This is the 
pigment that causes some fruits and 
vegetables to be red, orange and yellow. 

Researchers have identified some 600 
different carotenoids, with some of the 
most powerful, being found in the versatile 
apricot.   
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THE KIDS’ PAGE (By Val Fortune) 
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YARLOOP COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE 

Open Mondays to Fridays 8 am to 4 pm 

We offer: Social Work Service! Financial Counselling! Mental Health Services 
Counselling!  Child Health and Immunisation!  A visiting practitioner and a 

confidential needle and syringe programme. 
 

Suggestions for health –promoting groups and activities welcome!  For 
appointments for further information contact the Commonwealth Care Nurse or 

reception on Ph. 97822350 

YARLOOP MASONIC LODGE NEWS 
At our 823rd  regular meeting, held on the 

21st November, we were privileged to have the 
company of a Past Grand Master, Peter Stokes, 
who attended to present one of our oldest 
members with a jewel to recognise 65 years of 
membership.  Victor White was the son of a 
storekeeper at Hoffmans Mill, and he was going 
to Melbourne to study medicine at the Victorian 
Medical College (there wasn’t one here in WA 
at that time), and his father, a Freemason, 
introduced him to the lodge so that he would 
have ‘family’ nearby to call upon.  You must 

remember that in 1943 not many people 
travelled, let alone interstate.  A good and 
convivial night was had by all. 

On a sadder note, we acknowledge the 
passing of Cecil Platell, a Yarloop lad who 
moved to Waroona and was well known for 
his community contributions.  We offer his 
wife, Elaine, and family our condolences. 

If you are new in town, and are a 
Freemason, call me to introduce yourself.  
Freemasons also have a saying, ‘to be one 
ask one’.   

COME VISIT THE YARLOOP HISTORIC 
WORKSHOPS 

Over 115 years of history from the once largest timber 
centre in the world at Yarloop, the headquarters for 

the 17 other company mills in WA.  
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MEMBER FOR MURRAY/WELLINGTON 
 

Murray Cowper MLA 
If you need assistance with any local issue, please con-

tact my office. 
 

Telephone: 95313155.  Fax: 95313166 
 

Shop 1, Pinjarra Junction Shopping Centre 
George Street, WA 6208 

GET WELL KEN MITCHELL 
Ken, the Journal would like to wish you well in your 
prolonged sickness caused through an injury to your back   
We appreciate the support both you and Carmel gave to the 
Journal.  We would sincerely like to see you back in the 
restaurant keeping the kitchen staff on their toes.  From 
Dawn, Val and Geoff of the Journal, and from all at the 
Yarloop Workshops. 

GETTING YOUR 
OWN BACK 

“I am enclosing two 
tickets to the first night 
of my new play; bring a 
friend…if you have 
one.” (George Bernard 
Shaw to Winston 
Churchill) 

“Cannot possibly 
attend first night, will 
attend the second …if 
there is one.”  (Winston 
Churchill in response.) 

S o m e  c a u s e 
happiness wherever they 
go; others, whenever 
they go! (Oscar Wilde). 

“Why do you sit there 
looking like an envelope 
without any address on 
it?”  (Mark Twain about 
a friend). 

“He loves nature in 
spite of what it did to 
him!”  (A friend about 
Mark Twain). 

His mother should 
have thrown him away 
and kept the stork! 
(Winston Churchill about 
the arch criminal, Adolph 
Hitler) 
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XMAS DINNER AT YARLOOP 
 

Carmel, of the Cabin Restaurant, along with Robin, one of her reliable assistants, once 
again arranged and cooked a magnificent Christmas Dinner fit for a royal table.  Each year 
Carmel gives up her Xmas Day to provide a wonderful ‘table’ of magnificent food in both 
cold and baked dinners, mainly for people who have no family, and for people who have 
nowhere to go on Xmas Day.  For the last four years  Val and I have enjoyed Carmel’s 
hospitality, and this year because of the lack of a family venue, Dawn, the sub-editor, joined 
us.  Again, all must congratulate and praise Carmel for her unstinting effort to make Xmas 
Dinner, and Christmas Day a memorable one for those who would otherwise spend it alone, 
or have ‘fish and chips’ rather than go to the bother to cook for one’s self or for just a couple.   
Thank you Carmel!  Next year I believe over 40 are already booked in, and this apart from 
the regulars.  It grows by the year.   
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SOME THINGS BAD, SOME THINGS GOOD! 

There are some things that we see and read 
about that tend to make us truly angry, and then 
there are some things that put you right with the 
world.  I refer to two such examples, of many!  
The first made this editor angry when I 
requested Val to see if a certain retailer had 
New Zealand or Australian fish by the name of 
Hoki.  This is a deep-sea fish and is truly a 
great fish.  I was in Yarloop when Val went 
shopping and I received a call from her to say 
she was at the place that sells Hoki.  Yes, they 
had Australian Hoki, but it was processed in 
China!  Then I asked if they had New Zealand 
Hoki!  Yes, they had that also, but guess 
what????? Unbelievable! Hence, no Hoki, for I 
refuse to consume any foodstuff whatsoever 
from China.  I value my health too much!    

Now one of the things of this world, I truly 
love, and which makes me feel good, is to see, 
a film of animals and the wonderful things they 
do, and the intelligence they display in doing 
them.  One such film a couple of weeks back 
was of a chimpanzee that had undertaken being 
mother to two tiger cubs.  Sitting watch over 
them while they slept, then running to them 
when they woke and cried; giving them their 

feed from a baby’s bottle and rocking them 
back to sleep when they had been fed.  
These days with man’s inhumanity to man, 
and the imbalance of a world gone mad, 
makes one wonder if we would not be 
better off living with the animals, they 
show more intelligence than a lot of human 
beings do!  

COME SEE THE 
YARLOOP 

HISTORICAL 
WORKSHOPS 

Take a 115-Year Step Back in 
Time  

It is factual! It is  
The last remaining historic 

all-timber engineering 
works in the world 

Open from 10 am till 4 pm 7 
days a week  


